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are also recorded with contemporaneous speculation. It is im- 
possible, however, to specify a tithe of the interesting matters 
which are Ireated, especially in the last volume ; and we think, 
however high an estimate may have been formed of Walpole's 
admirable powers as a letter-writer, it will be raised by this new 
series, many of which are of more weighty import than those of 
the preceding volumes. The publishers have rendered a valua- 
ble service by printing them in a uniform shape ; they would 
have deserved the public thanks still more, had they caused the 
press to be a little more accurately superintended. Typograph- 
ical blunders occur quite too often. How absurd the following 
example of carelessness makes a book appear ! " What a cen- 
tury," Mr. Walpole is made by the Philadelphia type-setter to 
exclaim, " What a century, which sees the Jesuits annihilated, 
and absolute powder relinquished ! " (Vol. I., p. 363.) 



4. — Notes on Cuba, containing an Account of its Discovery and 
Early History ; a Description of the Face of the Coun- 
try, its Population, Resources, and Wealth, its Institu- 
tions, and the Manners and Customs of its Inhabitants. 
By a Physician. Boston : James Munroe & Co,. 1844. 
12mo. pp. 359. 

This is an extremely well written little volume, and it contains 
a very intelligible account of the island of Cuba in all its aspects. 
It opens with a series of directions to the traveller, of the most 
useful and practical kind ; for example, a list of hotels and 
boarding-houses, with a tariff of prices, an account of the dis- 
tances and modes of conveyance between various points, and 
other like particulars, which are so desirable to be known to the 
visiter, whether his object be health or pleasure. After this, the 
work properly commences. The author gives very agreeable 
descriptions of his voyage, and of his journeys on the island ; he 
delineates the natural scenery in a manner which proves that he 
possesses an accurate eye, and a sensibility to the beautiful ; and 
he presents to us lively pictures of the motley population and 
strangely diversified society of the place. With these particu- 
lars, he interweaves brief notices of the scenes in its early his- 
tory, drawn from the most authentic sources. The botany of 
the island is not neglected ; and full statistical statements of ap- 
parent accuracy and great importance are presented. 

The author shows, that he has not risen above his Southern 
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prejudices in some particulars ; and perhaps it was not to be ex- 
pected that he should have done so. We should, however, have 
been better pleased to see a writer of his evidently liberal cul- 
ture avoiding the South Carolina cant of impeaching the recent 
policy of England, and accusing her of sinister designs upon 
the welfare of the Southern Slates ; for this, we do not hesitate 
to say, is a tone of remark no less discreditable to the intelli- 
gence of him who uses it, than it is gratuitously insulting to a great 
nation, with whom we are, and ought always to be, on relations 
of cordial amity. 

The style of this book is simple and unpretending, generally 
accurate, and always vivid and clear. We notice here and there 
a solecism of expression. On page 74, we find this phrase : 
" Some, indeed, was being prepared close by," instead of was 
preparing ; and on the very next page, " as the day progress- 
ed,' 1 '' instead of advanced. 

We copy the following for its literary interest : 

" On the San Patricio coffee-estate, by one of the alleys through 
which I passed, stood a small stone building, smoothly plastered, with 
a flight of steps leading to its entrance ; but it was roofless, and shrubs 
were springing from its floor and portico, while the door and windows 
had long since been removed. This had once been the study of 
Maria del Occidente, where she composed that most fanciful of Eng- 
lish poetns, ' Zophiel '; but deserted and ruinous as it was, in the midst 
of an unlettered people, it still seemed, from the recollections that 
hovered about it, like an oasis in the desert. 

" An English critic has expressed his surprise, that such a poem 
could be composed on a Cuba coffee-plantation. Why ! it is by a 
quadruple alley of palms, cocoas, and oranges, interspersed with the 
tamarind, the pomegranate, the mango,and the rose-apple, with a back- 
ground of coffee and plantains covering every portion of the soil with 
their luxuriant verdure. I have often passed by it in the still hour of 
night, when the moon was shining brightly, and the leaves of the co- 
coa and palm threw fringe-like shadows on the walls and floor, and 
the elfin lamps of the cocullos swept through the windows and door, 
casting their lurid, mysterious light on every object ; while the air 
was laden with mingled perfume from the coffee arid orange, and the 
tube-rose and night-blooming ceres [?] ; and I have thought that no fit- 
ter birthplace could be found for the images she has created. A cof- 
fee-estate is indeed a perfect garden, surpassing in beauty aught that 
the bleak climate of England can produce." — p. 139. 

And we give the following extract, because it is so honorable 
to the moral character of the writer : 

" With all the corruption of the bench in Cuba, the murderer very 
seldom escapes from punishment; and so well is juslice administered 
in certain cases, that [that] foul excrescence on civilization, and most 
deliberate defier of the laws of God, the duellist, receives no mercy, 
and the crime is now unknown on the island." — p. 238. 



